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Labor force measures 
Chicago labor force measures  

(IDES: For trends, see page 7.) 

August 2011 July 2011 August 2010  

Total in labor force 1,333,546 1,331,699 1,322,097  

Total employment 1,177,477 1,176,241 1,179,597  

Total unemployment 156,069 155,458 142,500  
 

Unemployment rates  

(IDES: For trends, see page 6.) 

August 2011 July 2011 August 2010  

Chicago 11.7% 11.7% 10.8%  
Illinois 10.0% 10.0% 9.9%  
U.S. 9.1% 9.3% 9.5%  
 

Cook County unemployment insurance 

claims (IDES: For trends, see page 7.) 

August 2011 July 2011 August 2010  

Initial unemployment claims 20,572 19,390 21,380  

 
 

 

How current compares to prior time period: 

Immediately prior               One year prior

  

Interpreting the arrows 

Green solid arrows represent an indicator that has improved compared to prior time period. For example, a drop in 

unemployment would be represented by (      ), while an increase in total employment would be represented by (      ). Red 

outlined arrows represent an indicator that has worsened compared to prior time period. A drop in the total labor force would be 

represented by (       ), while an increase in unemployment would be represented by (      ).  refers to no change.   

Highlights in this issue 

 

Featured stats: Labor force participation and unemployment (Page 2) 

 Labor force participation rates continued to decline.  

 In 2011, unemployment rates rose sharply in Illinois, even as the labor force participation 

rate declined. 

 

Featured stats: Employment by industry in Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin and the U.S. (Pages 3-5) 

 Overall employment in Illinois closely tracks the nation and remains at only 95% of its pre-

recession level.  

 Construction employment has recovered more quickly in Illinois than in the nation as a 

whole, but levels remain at 77% of pre-recession levels. 

 Manufacturing employment has shown little recovery in either Illinois or the U.S. as a 

whole. Employment in manufacturing in Illinois is 85% of the December 2007 levels.  

 Employment in education and health services continued to grow throughout the recession 

and afterwards.  

 Government employment remained relatively flat, with only slight declines in recent years.  

 

Current   
time period 
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Featured stats: Labor force participation and unemployment-- 

Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, and the U.S. 

 
Nationwide, labor force participation has declined since December 2007. However, it has fallen 

even more sharply in Illinois and neighboring Wisconsin and Indiana.  To the extent that declines 

in labor force participation are driven by unemployed workers exiting the labor force, 

unemployment rates may not rise as sharply or may even decline. 

 

Labor force participation rates in Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin and the U.S., 2005-2011 

 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, seasonally adjusted.  The labor force  participation rate is the sum of employed and unemployed divided by 

the non-institutionalized population aged 16 and over. The NBER-dated recession from December 2007 to June 2009 is shaded in gray. 

 

Although labor force participation continued to decline in 2011, the unemployment rate 

increased sharply in Illinois with a more modest increase nationwide. Indiana and Wisconsin 

similarly saw larger than average increases in the unemployment rate.  

 

Unemployment rates in Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin and the U.S., 2005-2011 

 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, seasonally adjusted. The NBER-dated recession from December 2007 to June 2009 is shaded in gray 
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Featured stats: Employment by industryð                                

Illinois, Indiana , Wisconsin and the U.S. 

Following the business-cycle peak, employment fell roughly 7% in Illinois, similar to the decline 

in the U.S. as a whole and neighboring Wisconsin while Indiana fared somewhat worse. To date, 

employment in Illinois and the U.S. remain at only 95% of their pre-recession levels. 

 

Employment relative to business cycle peak employment (December 2007 = 100%):  

All industries 

 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, seasonally adjusted. The NBER-dated recession from December 2007 to June 2009 is shaded in gray. 

 

Illinois closely matches the U.S. in terms of employment shares across industry so not 

surprisingly, employment losses in Illinois closely track those of the country. 

 

Percent of total employment by industry, August 2011 

 
*See following pages for industry-specific charts 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, seasonally adjusted. 



 

4 

Employment declines were sharpest in construction. Illinois construction employment remains at 

77% of pre-recession levels, up from 70% in mid-2010. In contrast, construction employment 

remained relatively flat nationwide since early 2010 and has continued to decline in Wisconsin. 

 

Employment relative to business cycle peak employment (December 2007 = 100%): 

Construction 

 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, seasonally adjusted. The NBER-dated recession from December 2007 to June 2009 is shaded in gray. 

 
Employment declines were also particularly high in manufacturing where employment levels 

remain at 86% of December 2007 levels. The recovery for manufacturing in Illinois closely 

tracks the U.S. while Wisconsin has experienced somewhat faster recovery.  

 

Employment relative to business cycle peak employment (December 2007 = 100%): 

Manufacturing  

 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, seasonally adjusted. The NBER-dated recession from December 2007 to June 2009 is shaded in gray. 
 


